| First of a series of news bulletins published by Toronto-Dominion Centre Ltd. 


TORONTO-DOMINION CENTRE REPORT 
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Warmth, beauty, light, space . . . these are the elements of 
the four and one-half acre plaza of the Toronto-Dominion Centre. 


Bic 
iii : 
Wika. 


sguer” 
wey" 
sere Nar Gl at a 
were | f 
ine i a 


DRAMA, LIFE, SPACE 
RETURNING TO HEART 
OF STRANGLING CITY 


The planning and replanning of 
cities has captured the imagina- 
tion of statesmen, generals, ar- 
tists, architects and town plan- 
ners almost since the beginning 
of history. Caesar’s Rome, Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s Babylon, Louis 
Napoleon’s Paris and L’Enfant’s 
Washington, all attest to man’s 
desire to leave the world in bet- 
ter condition than he found it. 
However, in a society of free 
men, the translation of dreams 
of this order into reality cannot 
be accomplished by royal de- 
cree. Nevertheless the urge to 
create an orderly and pleasant 
environment for working and 
living remains strong. 

The late Mayor Summerville of 
Toronto wrote, ‘The centre of 
any great city, and Toronto is a 
great city, must be a dynamic 
place. It must be an efficient 
place, gay, attractive and pulsat- 
ing with vitality.” 

So far Mayor Summerville’s con- 
cept has not been realized. Many 
planners have done much work 
and much has been written 
about the redevelopment of 
Toronto, but the economic cata- 
lyst which is needed for such a 
major undertaking was lacking. 
Now, two steps are being taken 
which may provide impetus for 
action by others. A new city hall 
centre is under construction 
which will give the citizens of 
Metropolitan Toronto a new 
focus and re-awaken their inter- 
est in downtown Toronto. 

The second project—the Toron- 
to-Dominion Centre—will alter 
the very core of Metropolitan 
Toronto’s financial district. Much 
of the crowded confusion and 
visual chaos of the present 
downtown business district will 
be replaced by two. slender 
towers and a banking hall set in 
four and one half acres of park- 
like plaza landscaped with trees, 
statues, fountains, benches and 
pedestrian walks. Instead of new 
buildings just rising from the 
sidewalk as spatial repetitions of 
the old buildings which they re- 
place, the Centre will represent 
a conscious effort by the owners 
to bring grandeur, sophistication 
and vitality to the centre of To- 
ronto, in the hope that it will en- 
courage other similar projects. 


by SIDNEY BREGMAN, 
B.Arch.; M.R.A.I.C., 
executive architect, 
Toronto-Dominion Centre 


“SPACE TO LIVE AND 
SPACE TO BREATHE” 


The Centre is planned to ac- 
commodate vehicles under- 
ground, thereby obviating 
ugly surface parking lots and 
providing covered parking. 
The Centre is intended, not 
as a monument, but as a vital 
facility for the every day use 
of ordinary people and to this 
end, it will be provided with 
an underground | air-condi- 
tioned shopping centre, in- 
cluding a theatre and spacious 
concourses lined with stores 
and restaurants. 

The 1967 Toronto-Dominion 
Centre is a business develop- 
ment to provide a suitable 
head office for the Toronto- 
Dominion Bank. The Centre 
is also an investment for the 
Bank and for Cemp Invest- 
ments Ltd. which will make 
available in gne building 
alone, a total of 1,310,000 
square feet of rentable space. 
This development will demon- 
strate that a business invest- 
ment need not be a dull and 
lifeless thing. The Centre will 
bring space to the core of the 
city; space in which to live; 
to breathe and to sit quietly, 
far from the crowded con- 
crete canyons and hustling 
traffic. It is the hope of the 
developers that the Centre 
will give the citizens of To- 
ronto room to step back and 
see how Toronto can grow 
with the imaginative plan- 
ning and the intelligent initia- 
tive of the business world. 
The elegance of the twin 
towers will do more than add 
new drama to the city skyline 
—it will be a significant state- 
ment in modern urban design. 


‘We will not only have economic cities, if we’re wise; we will have beautiful ones” from “1999, Our Hopeful Future”, Victor Cohn 


THE DREAM 


There is asocial purpose behind the 
concept of the Toronto-Dominion 
Centre. As Canadian industrialist 
Samuel Bronfman puts it, ‘Build- 
ings have to be more than mounds 
of stone and miles of steel. They 
must cater to the total community 
which made them possible.’ 

The Centre is more than a building 
complex. It is dramatic proof of the 
faith of its sponsors in the future of 
Canada and the potential of down- 
town Toronto. An all-Canadian ad- 
venture in urban redevelopment, 
it is sponsored by The Toronto- 
Dominion Bank and CEMP Invest- 
ments Ltd., a private investment 


“4 > company owned by trusts created 
for the Bronfman children and 

The magic of composite photography takes grandchildren. 
the Centre to Egypt, to show it towering 
beside the 450-foot Pyramid of Cheops. 
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A less lofty structure covering more 
of the site space would have pro- 
vided just as many or more offices, 


The Toronto-Dominion Centre’s twin towers but the four and one-half acre 
would look quite at home on the Manhattan plaza makes the complex a true city 
skyline, beside the UN Secretariat. centre, with space for the hard- 

ener pressed Toronto pedestrian and 


new life for a formerly decaying 
financial district. 

In an era of bigness for Canada this 
is a very big project. It marks the 
beginning phase of a $125 million 
redevelopment that is one of the 
largest of its kind in the world. It is 
hoped the Centre will stimulate 
other such imaginative approaches 
to the basic problem of Canadian 
cities — the fate of the downtown 
core. 

“The architect is charged with 
responsibility for creating that 
perilous thing—a work of art,” say 
the Editors of ARCHITECTURAL 
FORUM. The total architectural 
concept of the Centre is simplicity 
itself. Structures soar from a spa- 
cious plaza in masterful proportion 
eT o and grace. Beneath the plaza, shop- 
ping, parking, restaurants and en- 
tertainment will breathe after-hours 
life into a city within a city. Big- 
ness, yes, but bigness for people. 
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The Toronto-Dominion Centre as it will appear on Toronto’s skyline when completed. 


THE REALITY 


A building permit cheque for $96,503 (largest in 
Toronto’s history) spurred the start of a mighty project. 
The mammoth land assembly had been completed over 
a two-year period, and a joint design team of nearly 50 
persons turned their skills and energies to the first-phase 
task of erecting a 56-storey tower building on the site at 
King and Bay Streets.The focus of their planning will be 
the Toronto-Dominion Bank Building, more than 730 
feet in height, tallest structure in the Commonwealth. 


HOW GOES THE PROGRAM 
OF GIVING FORM 
TO THE DREAM? 


Answer: WELL 


Few buildings of this height have been built in the 
world, but the same problems are inherent in a 56-storey 
building as in one of 16 or 26 storeys. Above the open 
lobby of the main tower will be 51 office floors, three 
mechanical floors for air-conditioning and other equip- 
ment, and an observation platform below the roof. A 
rooftop restaurant is planned. Below street level will be 
an air-conditioned shopping centre and other amenities. 


Men and machines have worked steadily to 
complete one of Canada’s largest urban 
excavations. Contracts for steel, elevators and 
steam energy have been awarded, and 
delivery of materials is proceeding on 
schedule. Cement has been poured for the 
footings and walls of the underground parking 
levels. The work goes well and fast. 


BIG DIG 
DEEP DOWN 


In the beginning was a hole 
in the ground. That’s the start 
for all big buildings, 

this one too. 


Removing 130,000 cubic yards of 
earth and 50,000 cubic yards of 
rock was the first physical task. 
Thirty-two trucks came in waves to 
make the big haul, careful to dis- 
rupt downtown traffic as little as 
possible. The building’s great steel 
core columns must rest on solid 
rock, excavated to a depth of 60 
feet. Below the plaza are the res- 
taurants, shops and other services 
on the concourse level, with two 
lower levels for parking. 

The mass of soil and rock from the 
excavation has been trucked to the 


foot of Leslie Street to support the 
city’s land reclamation program. 
The excavation work began last 
April 9th; it has proceeded smooth- 
ly and the great hole in the ground 
will soon be ready for the begin- 
ning of the steel erection. The three 
underground levels will have a 
total area of 450,000 square feet, 
with escalators giving convenient 
and rapid access from the plaza to 
the lower levels. The Centre’s rate 
of progress is truly heartening, and 
it promises to continue. 


REACHING FOR THE 
TORONTO SKY 


Early in 1965, the Toronto-Domin- 
ion Centre’s main tower begins to 
soar towards the sky. That is the 
date for steel erection to begin. 
The initial pace of construction will 
not give a true indication of pro- 
gress to come; later, the rise will be 
speeded greatly and the 56-storey 
steel skeleton of the building will 
dominate the skyline of Toronto by 
the following September. The tower 
will appear unique among high-rise 
structures. Its exterior walls will be 
of black steel, accentuated by stain- 
less steel sash. The building’s 7,200 
floor-to-ceiling windows are to be 
of bronze-tinted glass, to reduce 
solar glare and to provide a soft 
light for working. 

The slender height of the tower 
assures a maximum of outside of- 
fice space. There will be 32 high- 
speed elevators (up to 1,400 feet 
per minute) and provision is made 
for three additional service eleva- 
tors. Scheduled by computer, the 
elevator cars will cruise their shafts 
in silence to pick up passengers. 
Steam energy to be provided from 
a Toronto-Hydro-Electric System 
plant several blocks distant will be 
piped to the Centre to heat the hot 
water for its high-pressure induc- 
tion heating and cooling system. In 
addition, steam energy will warm 
the fresh air brought into the build- 
ing in winter, and even provide 
power for an emergency standby 
700 k.w. turbo-electric generator. 
This is a practice new to Toronto, 
known in several other cities. The 
tower does reach for the sky; there 
are but six taller anywhere. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
OF THE 
TORONTO- 
DOMINION 
CENTRE 


the inside point of view 


Savings Through Design 


In space, through a complete absence, from the central 
core area to windows, of space-consuming supporting 
columns. 


In dollars, through substantial reduction in estimated floor 
space requirements, and more productive employment of 
footage leased. 


In time, since the costly pastime of waiting for elevators 
is minimized by computer-scheduled high-speed 
passenger elevators (32 of them). 


In staff recruitment, because better qualified personnel 
can be readily hired to work in a building with such 
prestige and such. amenities. 


In convenience, especially in winter weather, for with all 
the service facilities of the concourse one does not need to 
leave the building at all during the working day, except 
for outside business calls. 


In general morale, for the view in all directions uplifts 


the spirit. 


In motoring ease, for two parking levels are provided 
beneath the plaza. 


In work efficiency, through individually-controlled air 
conditioning, floor to ceiling windows with solar tinted 
glass, and a 90-candle-power lighting intensity. 
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THE TRUE COST 
OF OCCUPANCY 


The cost of office space involves elements other 

than the leasing rate per square foot. The Toronto- 
Dominion Bank Building, loftiest unit of the Toronto- 
Dominion Centre, has many factors which make its true 
cost of occupancy actually lower than equivalent space 
elsewhere. 


What can such a building do for your company? 


1. It will provide the best known and most admired 
business address in Canada. For many companies, 
identification of this kind is of inestimable value to 
their corporate identity and related sales objectives. 


2. The quality of office space, in terms of clean modular 
design and an absence of columns from core area to 
windows, is unsurpassed. Your annual rental, measured 
in dollars per effective square foot, is therefore kept 

to an absolute minimum. 


3. Salary costs are a major item of office overhead, 

and a five percent saving on salaries, through improved 
productivity, reduced absenteeism and lower turn-over, 
would represent a benefit of $150 yearly per employee, 
taking the salary average as only $3,000. This conservatively 
estimated saving, assuming the average space requirement 
per employee is 125 square feet, would more than pay a 
rental differential of $1 per square foot. 


4. Actual savings of floor space requirements are 
substantial when full advantage is taken of the design 
features of the Toronto-Dominion Bank Building. 
Preliminary studies for prospective tenants show that as 
much as 16 per cent can be saved in space required. 


5. The self-contained facilities of the Toronto-Dominion 
Centre achieve economies of time and convenience that 
directly contribute to the working efficiency of the 
organization within the building. It is a city centre, with 
the shops, restaurants, postal services and other amenities 
that make leaving the building unnecessary for all but the 
most special needs. When outside calls must be made, 
the location of the Centre is so near the financial district, 
principal hotels, the Union Station and other areas of 
shopping and business interest, that personal travel time 
is cut to Toronto’s minimum. 


6. Let no one assert that beauty of setting does not 
contribute to work performance, from the most junior to 
the most senior levels. The spacious landscaped plaza, 
the soaring splendour of the tower, the view in all 
directions, all uplift the morale of every occupant. 
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TORONTO 
DOMINION 


The history of The Toronio- 
Dominion Bank extends back 
over a century, to 1856, when 
the Bank of Toronto was estab- 
lished. In 1955 the Bank of 
Toronto and The Dominion 
Bank (incorporated in 1871) 
merged to form the present 
organization. The Bank oper- 
ates more than 625 branches 
in Canada, from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, and it has two 
branches in London, England, 
as well as offices in New York, 
Chicago and Los Angeles. It 
employs 8,300 persons and it 
serves more than 1,500,000 
Canadians. In December 1963 
The Bank joined with three 
other world banks to form a 
new international banking 
organization, Midland and 
Intemational Banks Limited. 
it has a large intemational 
business, and banking corre- 
spondents in all major centres 
of finance. Its participation in 
the Toronto-Dominion Centre 
is a reflection of its youthful 
vigour and optimism. 


TORONTO. 
DOMINION 
CENTRE 


The first announcement of the 
Toronto-Dominion Centre 
concept was made in Novem- 
ber 1962, in which the stated 
objective was described as 
building something different— 
through imaginative planning 
to create a more beautiful and 
stimulating core in downtown 
Toronto. Since then many 
things have happened, and 
there will be many more. 
Because of the city’s and the 
nation’s interest in the emerg- 
ing complex, an information 
program is providing answers 
to the questions asked by press 
and public about the Centre’s 
plans and progress. This publi- 
cation, scheduled for contin- 
uing production, is one of 
many information media being 
used. Do not hesitate to ask 
when questions do occur; 
though a private venture, the 


Centre is of public interest. 
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New H-section used for core 
columns is massive, weighty- 


